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American Rescue Plan Act 
Policy Brief on Relevant Components | 01 November 2021 

Summary 
The American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act was enacted on March 11, 2021 and creates multiple federal funding streams to 

assist states recovering from economic and health challenges driven by the COVID-19 pandemic. The Department of 

Health & Humans Services administered program-based funding earlier this year. The City of Atlanta and State of 

Georgia have published plans for allocating their Coronavirus State and Local Recovery Funds, however grant 

guidelines do not align with Atlanta PAD’s mission. There may be opportunities to support PAD projects through 

Fulton County’s unallocated direct recovery funds, the Capital Projects Fund, and potentially Medicaid expansion. 

Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 
ARP includes direct funds to State, local, and tribal governments from the U.S. Department of Treasury. Through the 

State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund, the U.S. Department of Treasury has moved significant monies into Georgia 

communities… 

• $171M to the City of Atlanta 

• $206M to Fulton County 

• $4.9B to the State of Georgia 

Funds for smaller “non-entitlement” units of local government will be administered through the State, and various 

program-based funds have gone to States and local entities that meet certain eligibility requirements. 

City of Atlanta 
In September 2021, the City of Atlanta released a report detailing a plan for allocating its State and Local Fiscal 

Recovery Funds. This strategy includes $7.5M in “Public Safety and Violence Prevention” to increase street-level 

surveillance and support community-based violence prevention programs. Funding for PAD was not appropriated. 

Fulton County 
While Fulton County has received $206M in Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, the Board of 

Commissioners has only approved the allocation of $974,335 subgrants to community organizations through its ARPA 

Health and Wellness Community Response Fund. There is no other publicly available information on Fulton County’s 

plan to distribute the entirety of its relief funds. 

State of Georgia 
The State of Georgia will distribute various ARP funds (direct and program-based) to state government entities, units 

of local government, industries, and nonprofits. In July 2021, Governor Kemp created three Georgia Jobs and 

Infrastructure Committees to assume responsibility for making recommendations for its State and Local Fiscal 

Recovery Funds based on an extremely narrow application. The three committee focus areas are: 

• Broadband Infrastructure  

• Water/Sewer Infrastructure   

• Negative Economic Impact 

Federal guidelines for Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds are much broader than Governor Kemp’s 

allocation directive, and could include broader public health needs of communities across the state. 

  

https://www.atlantaga.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/52536/637673137677270000
https://fultoncountyga.gov/news/2021/10/21/fulton-county-commissioners-approve-funding-for-american-rescue-plan-act
https://fultoncountyga.gov/news/2021/10/21/fulton-county-commissioners-approve-funding-for-american-rescue-plan-act
https://opb.georgia.gov/georgia-jobs-and-infrastructure-committees
https://opb.georgia.gov/georgia-jobs-and-infrastructure-committees
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Capital Projects Fund 
The American Rescue Plan appropriated $10 billion to the Treasury to provide payments to States, territories, and 

tribal governments to carry out capital projects that “directly enable work, education, and health monitoring.” For a 

project to be eligible for Capital Projects Fund grant funds, it must meet all of the following criteria: 

• Invests in capital assets designed to directly enable work, education, and health monitoring. 

• Designed to address a critical need that resulted from or was made apparent or exacerbated by the COVID-

19 public health emergency. 

• Designed to address a critical need of the community to be served by it. 

The following project types will be presumed eligible: (1) Broadband Infrastructure Projects, (2) Digital Connectivity 

Technology Projects, and (3) Multi-Purpose Community Facility Projects. In addition to the presumptively eligible 

Capital Projects described above, a Recipient may propose a different use of funds, as long as it invests in in capital 

assets designed to directly enable work, education, and health monitoring. 

Application Timeline 
• The Georgia State Office of Planning and Budget is the Recipient and responsible for allocating the state’s 

$262 million Capital Projects Fund. 

• The State of Georgia may award funds to Subrecipients, such as other levels or units of government (e.g., 

municipalities or counties), non-profits, or private entities. 

• The Office of Planning and Budget’s Capital Projects Fund webpage offers no guidance on how to apply for 

subgrants. 

• The State of Georgia must submit a grant plan to the U.S. Department of Treasury by September 24, 2022. 

Department of Health & Human Services Grant Programs (Deadlines Passed) 

SAMHSA Block Grants for Community Mental Health Services 
The Georgia Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Disabilities (DBHDD) was awarded $45,668,812 to 

expand comprehensive community mental health services for adults and children with serious mental illness, 

including a 5 percent setaside for crisis services. Relevant uses include the improvement, enhancement, or 

development of a comprehensive 24/7 crisis continuum, developing partnerships with providers who have a critical 

role in the crisis continuum, and increasing access to outpatient crisis services and treatment. 

SAMHSA Block Grants for Substance Abuse Prevention & Treatment 
The Georgia DBHDD was awarded $46,264,340 to support the planning and implementation of programs and 

activities to prevent and treat substance use disorders. Provide increased access, including same-day or next-day 

appointments, and low barrier approaches, for those in need of SUD treatment services and expand broad-based 

state and local community strategies and approaches in addressing the drug overdose epidemic, involving SUD 

prevention, intervention, treatment, and recovery support services. 

HRSA Expansion Grants for Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics 
This grant opportunity is intended to expand access to behavioral health services via Certified Community Behavioral 

Health Clinics (CCBHCs), and requires that the recipient provide mobile crisis services. Recovery Consultants of 

Atlanta is one of two recipients in Georgia. Website advertises new Mobile Medical Unit to provide primary care, 

behavioral health, and preventative care at specific locations such as churches, schools, etc. 

https://opb.georgia.gov/capital-projects-fund
https://www.recoveryconsultants.org/
https://www.recoveryconsultants.org/
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The CAHOOTS Act 
Section 9813 of The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, known as the CAHOOTS Act, details a state option to 

implement and expand mobile crisis intervention teams to connect people to behavioral health services. This state 

option will be administered by the Department of Health and Human Services and the Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services. 

• States that have not expanded Medicaid, including Georgia, will be able to claim 85 percent enhanced 

Federal Match on eligible services for the first three years of the option. 

• The enhanced Federal Match covers crisis services delivered to Medicaid individuals only. 

• At the state-level, the Georgia Department of Community Health would oversee service reimbursements. 

Georgia would have broad flexibility to tailor eligibility for community mobile crisis intervention services to 

any Medicaid-eligible individual who is experiencing a mental health or substance use disorder crisis in a non-

facility setting.  

State Planning Grants: The Federal Match requires the submission of a state plan amendment, or new waiver, or 

amendment to an existing waiver subject to federal approval.  ARP includes $15 million in state planning grants to 

support states’ efforts to develop a state plan amendment or waiver request take up the option. 

Opportunities 

➢ The adoption of the CAHOOTS Act in Georgia could support the type of “Firehouse Model” non-police mobile 

crisis response we are seeking in Atlanta. However, there would be significant funding gaps. Even if Georgia 

takes the Medicaid expansion option, Governor Kemp has significantly reduced the scope of otherwise broad 

and flexible ARP funds, and it is unclear whether he could limit the type of eligible crisis services. If we want 

to influence this process, we need to connect with a state lobbyist who has a pulse on behavioral health 

policy, a Medicaid policy expert, and advocacy partners. 

➢ Fulton County has not publicized a plan for spending the entirety of its Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal 

Recovery Funds. There is an opportunity to influence the appropriation of funds towards the expansion of 

mental health crisis response, the Diversion Center, and/or PAD programming. 

➢ The Capital Projects Fund might be a way to invest in the initial build out of a Diversion Center at the Atlanta 

City Detention Center, which could be framed as a Multi-Purpose Community Facility Project. 

➢ Recovery Consultants of Atlanta received an CCBHC Expansion Grant, which requires a mobile crisis service 

component. PAD has a positive working relationship RCA, so we could learn more about how they are using 

their funds and potentially involve them in mental health crisis response planning. 
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